Other therapies for reducing low-density lipoprotein cholesterol: medications in development.
Although the past 30 years have been fruitful and productive in lipid research, from basic science to drug development to demonstration of clinical benefit, cardiovascular disease remains the major cause of mortality and morbidity in industrialized societies. With the rapid industrialization of countries, such as India and China, cardiovascular disease rapidly is becoming the leading cause of global death and disability. Although most of the effective lipid-lowering drugs, the statins, have become generic and inexpensive, there remains a need for effective and safe agents. Hopefully, some of those discussed in this article will fill that need.